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TOPICS IN PARIS.

=

GREAT PROTESTANT BANKERS— LESS
OFFICIAL  POLITENESS—THE EM-
PRESS EUGENIE'S VISIT.

Paris, February 6.

The death of the great Parisiun banker, Al-
fred André, has served to call attention to the
remarkable position that has been quietly and |
unobtrusively won In nearly every walk of
French life by the once bitterly persecuted
Protestants, 1t ls doubtful whether King Laouls,
when he repealed the Edict of Nantes and drove
thousanda upon thousands of Huguenols into |
exile, ever dreamed that & day would come when
the outeasts woula not only enjoy clvil rlghts
and soclal status In every way equal to those of
Catholics, but would even be nermitted to enjoy a
commanding influence In politics, In finance, in
arl, Giterature, and last, but not least, in aoclety,
For the Comtesse de Pourtalés, whose leadership
of the great world here ls recognized to such |
an extent that she is universally known as “la
Comtesse,” just as if there were no other wom-
en in Parls possessed of a right to that title, is
& Protestent and bas remained so throughout
her long and glortous soclal reign, which began
in the days when her friend the Empress Euo-
ginle, who did her best to convert her to Cath-
oliclsm, cceupled the Tulleries, and has con-
tinued unimpalired ever gince, :

Another prominent member of soclety who
professes the same falth Is M, Boissy 2'An-
glas, formerly Envoy of France to Mexico, and
among his Protestant fellow deputies in the Na-
tional Legislature are M. de Witt, M. Camille
Pelletan, and the former Minlster of Commeree,
M. Lebon. M. Floguet, who died within a few
days of M. André, and who occupled a
prominent position in political life as Cabinet
Minister, Promicr and President of the Chamber
of Deputles, belonged, like his wife, to the Re-
formed Church, as did the late Jules Ferry, so
frequently Prime Minister, while the present
Premier, the Minister of Justice, the Minister
of Forelgn Affalrs and the Minister of the In-
terlor, are every one of them Protestants.
Among the other followers of Calvin who have
made their mark in contemporary French hls-
tory are the ex-Prime Ministers de Freycinet
and Ribot, M., Andrieux, so long at the head of
the police of this elty; M. Barbey, former Min-
ister of Marine; MM. le Boyer and Léon Say,
former Presidents of the Senate; M. Loubet,
the actnal occupant of that lofty office, which
18 second only in dignity to that of the President
of the Republic; M. Poubelle, Prefect of the
Beine, and consequently chief magistrate of the
metropolis: the new Governor of Madagascar
and the Governor-General of France's posses-
Blons jn Cochln China and Tonquin. In the
Academy one finds nearly a dozen of the Forty
Immortals who are either Calvinists or Lu-

theranes, Plerre Lot Vietor Cherbullez and
Li@lovic Halévy being, perhaps, the best known
of the number,

CALVINISTS IN FINANCE,

But it ia especially in the financial world that
the Protestants are to the fore, and as a class
they constitute the only rival worthy of serious
consideration on the part of the Jewlsh “Haute
Finance,” Thus, when the last Russian loan
was Issued in Parls two or three vears ago,
and the Rothschllds and others of thelr co-
religlonists declined to have anything to do
with the affalr In consequence of the persecu-
tona to which the Jews were belng subjected
in the dominions of the Czar, the Protestant
bankers here, comprising the Vernes, the Mal-
lets, the Andrés, the Hottinguers, the Fillet-
Willes, as also the Foulds, and the Heines, both
of which latter families are now converted to
Calvinism, took the loan up, and in splte of all
Hebrew opposition carried it through 1o a suc-
ces=ful (ssue,

Pre-eminent among all these princes of finanee
was M. Alfred André, who has Just died, and
potwithstanding his austerity and the F!-\‘f'rll}.'
of his ways of !Ife, which antagonized many, he
has left behind him a record as the most public-
spirited cltizen and philanthropist of his day.
He was the prineclpal support of the Young
Men's Christlan Assoclation, and Innumerable
charitable [nstitutions owe thelr origin and
their maintenance to his generosity. Curlously
eénough, the Protestant element is arrayed on
the side of thoss who are anxlous far the re-
tention of the Concordat. For the latter not
alone governs the relatlons between the French
Government and the Papacy in connection with
the control of the Cathaolle Church In this coun- |
try, but likewise provides a large annual sub-
venilon, amounting to several milllons of francs,
for the stipends of the Protestant clergy, Were
the Concordat to be annulled, as there 1s cvery
prozpect of it belng If the present adminis-
tration (which includes an unfrocked abbé in
its ranks as Minister of Public Worship) re-

mains In power, not mercly the Catholle Church
would lose (s anpual grant of 3$5.000,000, but
the Protestant Church would lkewise he
mulcted, a prospect which {t by no means
relizhes.

Consternation relgns in clubland here owing
to the action of the Government In enforeing
the new tax of two and a half francs on
sach peck of cards. This has the effect of
un‘!erins a game of baccarat, for instance,
where & large number of packs of ecards are
used during the course of a game, exceedingly
costly, and the Jockey, the Cercle de la Iue
Royale and other leading clubs where the play

18 high are serlously considering the advisa-
bility of abandoning the custom, consecrated
by tradition, of using new packs for each
*tallle." In that event it Is diffeult to gee where
the financial benefit to the Government will
come In, since it would involve a decreass In
the sale of cards to the extent of almost 50

per cent, this, too, In gpite of the watehful care |

exercised by the Government with regurd to Lhe
sale of already used and cleaned cards. Two
years apo the revenue officers discovered gome-
Where in the neighborhood of Bordeaux a fac-
tory which made a specialty of cleaning and
furblshing up oid playing cards, which were
then sold, of course, at a greatly reduced price,
by the small cafés and liguor shops in the
guburbs here to the customers. The owners of |
the factory In question were not only fined, but |
also imprisoned on the charge of defrouding
the State, the punishment Inflicted belng made
especlally severe, with the object of discourag-
ing any other peopls who might endeavor to
turn a dishones: penny by embarking in that |
particular branch of industry,

AN INNOVATION IN ETIQUETTE.
Evory foreigner who has lived for any time in
France will rejolce to learn that the present Gov-
ernment have determined to simplify the stilted
and cumberzome modes of closing a letter which

1t has been customary hitherto to terminate one's
enlstolary communizcations by an almost abject
entreaty to the reclipleat to accept the writer's
“regpoctiul  assurances” of his “most  disiin-
gwizhed" or “highest consideration.” There wers
certain gradations to be observed In formulating
thi= request, and {f by any chance you had the
misfortune to ask a man to accspl your mere
“sonsideration,” or even your "high considera-
tion," instead of putting the latter In ite guperia-
tive senze, he would be Hkely to regard himself as
Reeply insulted. As the Government have hith-
wrto influenced the fashlons in this respect, it I8
be hoped that M. Bourgeols's circular request- |
CGoverngent officials to dron gl useless ver-
blage in thelr correspondence wiil extend its in-
Bwnce to privete and sovial eplstolary inters
coiree,  The Prime Minlster and iz collcagues
annsunes that they will no longer cansent to be
addressed by the titie of “Excollency,” declare
that the usa of the word “Monsicur” before that |
of “le Ministre” is entlrely superfiuous, and des
mand that letters, no matter to whom directed,
should close with the brief phrase: “Mes civiii-
téa,"” or “Mea salutations,” which may be broadly
_rendered In English ag “Yours truly,” or “Vours
sincerely.” While, on the one hand, everything
that iIs calculated In ony way to do away with
wll thoe forms and old-fashloned courtesies which
in days gone by won for the French the reputa-
tion of being ths most pollte and clegnnt man-
nered nation in the world must be o subject for |
regrat, yet, on the other hand, furelgnera taking
up thelr resldence in thie country will be reilsved
to find the ethics of good form and of
“savolr falre"” In social Intercourse so much sim-

‘The falr at Neullly this year will be deprived l'

i

| arks with great dignity:
have prevailed untll now, not only in official cor- |
respondence, but alsy in private intercourse. Thus |

of its greateat attraction. For Marsellles, the
jovial and world-renowned Hercules, so long the
mogt famillar figure at all these shows, has

i passed over Into another world, where his talents

as the greatest wrestler of his day will, it 18 to
be feared, carry no welght.  He has been before
the public as champlon of his art lnce the year
1867, and leaves behind him a national reputa-
tion, not only for excellencs in his profession,
but for good nature and blg-heartedness.  He was
everybody's friend, the prineipal attraction In

| every show, while his conversation was of a most

entertalning character, hls profession, in =plte of

| the whole of his long Hfe having been spent in

onée of those gypsy carta or caravans that fnr;1:1
the basis of every travelling show, having l\ruuxh‘.
him Into contact with distinguished people of all

| kinds, vlasses and nationalltles,

Ameong the visitors here during the last week
has been the Empress Eugénle, who spent sev-
eral days at the Hotel Continental while on her
way lo her villa at Cape Mart In the South
of France. She lived ouletly and unostenta-
tionsly, taking her meals in the public dining-
voom. keenly observing and manifestly enjoving
the anlmatlon and the vivaeity that prevalled
among the big crowd of guests progent, not one
af whom seemed to be aware of her ldentity.
She dined twlee with her cousin, Princess Ma-
thilde, with whom she was goarcely on gpeaking
terms when on the throne of Prance, and like
wige spent an afternoun at the magnificent now
mansion of Roland DBonaparte, who acted as her
egcart throughont her entire stay here, us ir
ahlivious of the fact that she had cloged the doors
of the Tuileries agalnst his father, the sangul-
rary Prince Peter, and by refusing to rec gnize
hi= mother or to permit the late Emperor to give
legal sanction (o the unlon between the plumb-
or's daughter and the Prinse, had branded him
—that s, Roland—with the stigma of Hlegitimacy

A BUOY T0O MARK HIS GRATE.

SCHARLIE" SHARP, FISHERMAN, WANTS TO
BE BURIED IN PORT JEFFERSON HARDOR.
There are few men along the north shore of Long

Island who are more widely known than “"Charlie”

Bharp. “'Charlie,” be It known, 18 a typical Yankes

fisherman. Everybody L the vieinily of Port Jeffer-

son knows ot has heard of him. He reeently cams
more prominently into public notieo by happening
to de the huaband of Mary Sharp, who on a bliter
cold night In January herelenlly saved two men from
drowhing, His dully occtipasion as a fisherman has
mades hlm one of the most expert of watermen, while
his knowledge of Port Jefferson Harbor and its con-
fluents, a8 well as the nelghboring waters of Long
1stand Sound, I8 unsurpnssed, 1t hag been sald that
he knows tore about the bottom of the harbor than
most men know about the roads in that part of

Long Island,

“Charle” in the vears he has seratched the bottom
of the buys adjoining Port Jeferson Harbor with
his cel pole and elam scrape has hecome so famillar
with the underwater part of the harbor that he
has formed A lasting attachment for it. He has

fven It out to be distinctly understood that on his

eath he wants his body buried in the soft mud at

the bottom of Consclence Bay, where, instend of 2

tombstone to mark the spot where he Hes, he would

have a buoy frmly anchored over his head, with
some such inseription as this on it:
“Here ure the mortal remains of Charles Sharp.
Water never hurt him when alive,
And it won't now he's dead.”

This whim Is one of the many eccentricities of
“Charlle.” He Is in thorough earnest aboit the
maode of hig burlal and talks about the detalls of it
with much Interest. “Charlle” has suved go many
people from drowning thuat he has come to regard
L ax g matter of little consequence, Nothing glves
him so much real dellght as hooking some ety “sum-
mer boarder’” out of the water by the seat of his
trousers with an eel pole and guietly landfg him
in the bow of Lis boat. B0 many poople hagve Liren

taken out of the watera of Port Jefferson Harbor
by “Charlle™ that he has come to be knuwn as “a
fisher of men,” One of his rescues was accomplished
with much difficulty. A drunken man who had gone
rowing fell into the water one npleht. “Chariie”
was nearby and with a few strokes of his ours was
along=ide the unfortunate man, whom he hookold
into the boat. As the drunken man's skif had sunk,
“Charlie' started to pull toward shore. The fellow
had not heen sobered by his ducking, and soon
showed a disposition 1o get out and walk.  "Charlle’”
tried to persuade him that walking In that part of
the bay was particularly bad, byt the man eimiy
stepped averhoard, “Charlle” got Hm out agaln,
to be sure, but the men wanted to try it once more.
“Charlie” finally placed his eel pole along the man's
back and wound vard after yard of ?idhlm: Hne
pround him until the fellow could scarcely move a

muscle, He then placed his passenger, stff &as a
mummy, In the hattom of the boat and In & few
etrokes lunded him safely.

e e vt
ALASKA'S LAKE WITH A GOLD BOTTOIL.

From The Portland Oregonlan.

Edwin Hofstad, & mining man, of Alaska, who hns
teen gpending soveral days in Portand, has left for

I8 fur Northern home to contlnue work on his
elaim cn the shores of the famous “gold lake' near
Sitkn. This mysterlous luke was Known to the
carly Russlan settler in Alaska, but wus jealously
guarded hy the Czar's ofticlale, and but Hitle of the
gold was taken out, According to the traditions
of Sitka, several enterprislig miners I early duys
established a camp near the lake and secretly mined
o quantity of the preclous metal, which they disposed
of in Sitka, but they paild dearly for thelr venture,
belng arrested and Imprisoned for long terms In a
Itussian prison, Miners pald no more attention 1o
the Jake until after the Seward purehase, and then
the location of the mines was forgation.

Of late vears Alaskan adventurers haye been
industrious In gearching for this Kl Dorado, but thelr
efforts were never rewarded with suceess, It re-
mained for Mr. Hofstad, who |8 connects] with
the Sitka custom house, 10 find the woniderful lake.
An aged Huselnn shoemnker of the town put hlm on
the right track, but it was only after weeks of
patient exploration that he hit upon the spot. Tha
shoemaker's =ole gidde was the Knowledge that the
Sgald luke” Joy immedintely beyond another lake of
gimbar sizge, and that both were within twelve miles
of sitka. When Mr. Hofstnd was assured of the
value of hi¢ find, he returned to elyliization, and
bonided a haif-interest In the mine fo an EKastern
By nidiente, he gold I8 washed with lttle trouble
from the sanda on the shore of the Injte, and as-
ways all the way from $125 to $25 per cubic yard,
aceording to Mr. Hofstad., Tals, it will he seen, Is
exceedingly rich, when It 1= remembered that the
best California hydraolle mines jln.\' hut & few cents
wr cuble yanl During Mr. Hofbstad’s stay In Port-
and, he besame engaped to Miss Amdrea Nilsen, of
this elty, and the young miner wii return to Ports
wnd eariy i April and be marrted.

e

OQUELER BRIDAL COSTUMES,

From the Chicagoe Inter Ocenn,

A singular marrlage curtom prevills among the

Fronch Canadiong in Quebec. After the morning
mariinge scrviee In the church the beidal party,
In ealeche o cabirlolet, make a tour of calls upon
relutives and frlends during the day, and then re-
turn agaln to church for vespers.
Before the evening dance at the bride’'s new home
cates the supper. When the company riee from
the table the bLride keeps her geat, and some one
“Why does madame wult?
Is she 80 goon in bad grace?"

She replles: “Some ene has stolen my slipper: |
cannaot walk, *

Then they earry her, chalr and all, into the mid-
dis of the room, while & loud knocking announces
a grotesque ragged vender of boots and shoes, He
knesls hifore the slipperiess Lrlde upd iries on n
long suocession of old boots and shoes of eyery
\';;llul)' anid size unt!l at last he finds her missing
ahod.

The groom redevms it for a good price, which is
gpent in treating the mumauf‘ I},lhe. rﬂ'.'.ﬂ ]in
not watchful they steal her hat and cloak, which
he redeemns In the same wayv: and they I|;|{'|- Lisen
known to steal the bride, for which there must be
Iheral par, The church forblda rounil Jdanees. The
event of the evenlng Is a Jlg, In which a guest
voiunteers to outdance the bride. IF sticoessiul
the viaitor demands n prize from the grova. :

—
A DOG EXECUTIONER.
From The Spectator.

Nolson was one of ourselves. Where we wen! he
went, He was specially fond of following our trap,
and not!\lmﬁ. not even doggie friends, could divert
him from hie faithful attendance at our wheels,
COne summer We wore playing at the west coast
village of Salteoats, where the sands are broad
and tat, and we often drove along the roRd skirt-
ing the bay, Nelson followed, of course. The dugs
of the village seldom molesteld or interrupted him
but one rash Uttle terrler repeatedly rushed out o
his garden gate an we passed and bit ot Nelson's
heels, Time after time Nelson declined to notlee
the in=ult, but one day his patience evidently he.
came exhausted., Turndng arcund he caught the
unhappy terrier by the back of the neck, carried
him down the rands and Into the wa'er chest doep,
put his paw on him and drowned him, and then
carried him back to the dry aand and lald him ot
there. Une crunch of his jaws wottld have done the
gu-r.l and more qulck!y; but jt scemed nx f Noison

ad no persansl animosity to the dog, or at least
had suppressed It, but had conclude] that the world
was belter waniing such a #nasing cure

| CHECKER PLAYERS' HAUNTS.

QUEER RESORTS WHERE EXPFRTS PLAY
GREAT OAMES.

POLLAK'S LITTLE TOBACDO SHOP ONE OF THE
PRINCIPAL ONES—THE CHECKER
CLUIS ROOMS,

One of New-York's most curlous phases s the ex-
| pert checker playing that goes on day apd night {n
out-of-ihe-way corners of the metropolls, Though
checkers has long been known as o cross-roads”’
game, there Is yet a great amount af testing the
| strength of ambitlous players that spring up on
| every hand, and not a few little toprnaments that
| are entered into with as much zeal and exclitement

aa If they were International chess matches. The
serackajacks” from all the sebuihs drift Into. the
| elty frequently to compare tholr prowesa with that
| of plagers of reputation, and men from far distant
,: Gitles come to New-York whenever they can for the
| mere purpcoee of sitting over (he draught=board with
i the men they have heard about for years,
The number of experts Is not large, It Ia true,
but thoze who have obtalned rank fn the game know

cach other wzil nml contrive to meet frogquantly

OVER THIE
all these by and can be found every day of the year
in one of two places that have vome to be known
as “hesdquarters”  There may Lr other playess
of brilliancy never oame ta g
littie Tesorts,
men of standing in
fra, fur, thou fow g
of checkera in this counlry are ns

twu gu

such are not

hecier fr
w

pile Knye

I any other game: thore b= W "0
Ing of four men wWho ars very eve
of whom eliidma the honos of i
Amerloan chechers—-and the oth
all divided Into classes amone the
Juse what they can Jdo at the pres

well Rnown

There always have been o)
in New-Yurk, as far back even as i
cenitury nigo. Then the famons 1oy
Yates, who, at the nge of 1weniy,
over the renowried Jomes Wyills,
die,” the champlon af the world, useildl 1o be the
head of the coterie of checker mien thiat |
In the baswement of the il Belmont Hotel
ton and Naswsau sin.  After tho B it Hotel 1

had dled W natoral death, the game langaished for
W, though playing went i phin

four or five

meatt tme qu tively in the Café Lo }
the Bowery Still luter on there came Inta #x it v
the New-York Checker Club, in Fast Tenth
with an organizntion of about thirty members Lik
the others, this, too, died, and for & long W
nothiing came to take s place

No gne, unlesa he wers tobl, would know the
places where the great matches af the prestnt da
are fought out, o quiet are the |

about It and =0 litle huve they
publie notice. A Mtle cheoker

1 Men's Christl

the time In the rooms of the Y n
Assoclution, at Twenty-third-st, and Fourth-ave,
and an octaslonal touraey bs held there, but thess
are td the chackermen, with the axception of one
or two, whose names are In anywise famoys 1§
fs tn two places, as has Just heeg wald, that the
Important games that are pliayed each year In New
Yark are contended, and these only the erenm

of players Kuuw

Bioth of thet are as qiinint [litle den
be found anywhere In the clty limits.  One |8 the
present New-York (Checker Clil, on the west siide
of Seventh-ave., Juset helow Thirty-fourth-st., on
the gecond floor of an eld frame Hulldirg; the other
A tiny olgar-shop far over o Twenty-thir Temt., n
block and a haif from the Willlamshurg ferry. This
latter Jetle emporium, strange 1o “ay, his heon the
home of New-York checlers for the lust ten years
Sltunted in the centre of a long row of four-stary
beick tenements, in the midst of a block that s
badly 11t and Just on the outskirts of the famovs
“ing Mouse Datriet," and with hatdly room enongh
for a4 doren men to stand within when the door is
closed, It yet has seen some of the most notablo
checker matches that have ever Leen played in
Amerien,

The shop, all In all, 1& barely six fist wile by
twelve long, and the counter, with [ts gliss cuned
nnd the shelving at the back reaching nearly to the
cellingg, Cilies U o good part of 1his 5 Faliind
the counter thers I8 only Just room the Keon
proprivtor to  maove  about,  and publie
shde of It two mién eould hare ]
here one checher-board, with varofully
placed, i always set out, oftener two atd sonet 7
even thrée, and there is handly an hoor from
day to midnight on six dayn of the week when one
Enine, at least, I8 not artively In progress,

A ns oo

for
the
stand pbreast

o

its

v
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The ascene (a8 pleturesgue,  Though thore 8 na
sign outsile ta fmilicate that such a thing a8 cherk-
ers s ever lmdnlged In bere, the repute of the
little shop s such among checker men that the
plave 18 nevir empty

The sheiving back of the counter i plled hlgn
with tobacees  and  chorottes,  and  the  glacs

chears afe il of clgars and plpes
utes men of the 1 wanle type
the nelghboring ten
thelr heads and pennles prosscd tshtly in thelr -
tie flsts, come In 1o make amall pur
a brisk step, a cordlal smile, and o
the proprictor attends (o them, sll the shile keep-
Ing an eye on the gemes that are helng plaved,
Frequently he thkes o hand In them blmoslf, glv-
Ing his full attention to the board ontll the doaor
opens and f prospective customer appears,  Then,
Jumping up hastlly, he hurrles behind the counter
to attend o business, keeping, meanw!ile, the gume
closely In his head, and never letthag the welonce
that iz Involved in his next move escapes him. So
interested 18 he In the gume, and so muoeh dovs he
enjoy pitting over the bozvds hour wfter hour, that
he will play with any one that comes |4 and 4
for a matoh, no matter how much of
or how paor 4 player that man iy
chtef deilght, as 18 quite natural, for he &
o earlly be reckonod among the hiest Bty play
of Amerien, 15 In getting some noted prabilemist or
champlon against rrm_ oF even two of them, for he
Ikes to Jook on as well as to plas
Am@&lée Paoilak #8 this  tobacs

Every few min-

children from

alet's  name, wnd
. Y

the way hix shop hax eome to by th o8t {mie
omtant et of checkersplaying fn Now-York |
ntersting. 1t prew out of small gesinnogs, si
from the fact that about p dozen years

t
after he had booght thils Hitle shop, b
play checkers ina putely amoatenr way., One doy
here walked in Dr. Behaefer, one of the Liest el
men  that New-York Clty has evor siwn
n player who fs5 of Natlonal gepute, 1y
Behaefer came n merely for the purpose of huyln
n eclgar, but seeing the checker-board spp
on a litile table, and Pollak with u hook her i
studying come moves, at once belfame inter d ant
| proposed a game, Other gamea followed, and 11 was
not long before Schacfer used to drop In several
nights a week, He brought uthers, and atep by stop
the habit grew among the New-York men of golig
around to Pollak's when they wanted o good jgame.
for the reanon that they knew the chuances wers
that they would mest some antagonist worthy of
the!r powers
¢ Nor was it long before the Ntile shop e,
| tlonshiy famed so far as checkors (6 concerne in
the checker papers, month after month, potalile
| games would reported as having Leen fouzht out-
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Though there are thousands of checker-boards to e | ehalr

had for the aeking, if a game §s desived In the var- | ;’:l'”'.
ous public houses of Now-York, the exicris piss i A great swinging-lamp, glving

| ]
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BOARDS

when a player from the West or En!
-York on a short trip, he was mort
Fast Twenty-third-st. to
ke could fnd and to tr

here, and o
Egat Into New
than likely to turn up in

news of the gams

eee whi
i it the board if  anybody was around,
+ut=|;lx:1:irmintn beran to  follow, and there ismtl:_rtlg

memory of New-York checker-playing, some
or frlmrr’ venrs ago, when, al a great tourney fought
In this little shop, six boards were kept going night
after night, three on tables out In front )
counter, the other three across the counter, dt o
players on these having to stand up to conduct
their gameg. The room during the progre of the
tourniment was so filled that it was with difficulty
that the door could be opengd, and great exclitement

sleneil,
ﬂll\n:"w:]um‘\'w_ the Interest ke#ps up quite as actively,
and it 1g aimost impossible to finil an hour of the
day and nlght when there are not half a dogen or
more grigaled old checker-players, with prrhupll a
youngster or two, beglnning to make a ra~pm'a!.nf1.
gathered in Pollak's shop, talkin checker news anid
actively fighting out games, Theae men are r-.||,».,-k-
er-pliayera f the country “cre w-poads” type; that
1s  their whole sottl and peariy all thelr working
hours are bound up in rhn]..-vmu.
py they must pil.ny llhl%.\ e

Crey act ahou [l
'l.rr:i"lslnﬁnrll wnlese necessary, Day fnoand day ont
come of them will spend all thelr time moving hark
ard forth geross the board, caring neither to eat nor
aleen f they ean only Keop on figuring out the

atdpma they love
I'";\‘I'I'Y.\--'T winaily pleturesque are the rooms of the

o York Checker Club, In Seventh-st, ‘They are
;zl\pr;r:ul.-htl by a curlous stalrway that rias up out-
{ the bullding, the way then leading through
1 oof fair size, but an-
Wero ¢ o big baroer's

" ls is alsh n harbar's
oy, atud thee Test of the spaee | «l with three

4, cach of which contning two checker-hoarda,

a brillinnt Wght that

gulo o
a dark hallway Into a r
thque-looking and qualnt.
fn one odrner,

g
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POPLLAR PRINCESS MAUDE.
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Ta be qulte hap- |
night, and it e an In-
sm that few cire (o work,

interest is
thi= w of n o veral vears, an
I itroa Phe roOms are
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AMERICANS ABROAD.

THE ENTHUSIASTIC DILETTANTE.

Of all the types of Americans who make their
abode In Europo one of the most distinctive, though
one from the nature of the case not frequently met,
i% the rich dilettante. He longs for an intellectual
existence: ho knows the beauty of the ldeal world;
sometimes he really has Ideas: but the burden ot
his wealth has prevented his mastery of any one
suliject In the sphere of art or letters to which he
feela himself attracted. The spur of necessity has
fotled him, and that spur is a compelling force
which little short of genlus can afford to dispense
with, But the dllettante’s weakness ls a thoroughly
amiable one, and he |8 generally an interesting per-
sonality; an entertaining one, at any rate, ang
withal n gentleman.

Hueh o man it was Talbot's good fortune to know
when he was spending same of his student vears ln
Glerman oltles. Belng a student of more things than
the books furnished him, Talbot, who was really
fond of his friend Friedrichs, found in his charac-
ter a subject for curlous ohservation as well ag
gympathy. His memories of this friend were re-
newed at a gathering whera types of Americans
were under dizenssion,

“I had met Friedrichs one summer In Bayreuth”
asld he, “and spent a fow pleasant days with him
thops, Then our paths had diverged and T had
burkled down ugain to the somewhat severs course
of study 1 had mapped out for myself in certatn
German olties. My researches took me from place
to place, and the following November found me In
Berlin, There, at the Philharmonie, I met Fried-
richs agaln.

oppedrlohs and T had been at Yale together. e
was the son of & rich Phlladelphia banker, but for-
tunately had avoided moxrt of the pitfalls that ard
et for the sons of rich men, and go far from follow-
Ing the routine of pleasure-loving Amerieans, had
devoted himself with anxious care to a great variety
of intelleetpal pursults.  Tint his lines had frllen
in such places that he was not only cultivated, but
urbane: something of & man of the world as well
as o stuldent,

“Friedricha Insisted on my dining with him In
his penston. It was rot a place to which Amerl-
cans pesorted, Fran Miller's hushand was a Post-
Mrektor—a high offfelal In the German postal ser-
vice, whose pearticniar business was to cara for the
Emperot’s own mall, He had a fine apartment in
one of the most fashlonable streets, At his table
gnt young Furst Mohrenhelm, who, unlike most
voting German noblemen, was studying at the un'-
versity dnatead of at the Kriegsschule; also  his
cousln, young Graf Firster, Friedrichs Informed
me confidentia’ly that he had looksd up the Fiirst
In the ‘Almanach de (iotha,' and he was there!
Further, there wers a Jacques Haudouin, Berlin
vorrespondent of the Parlg ‘Gi Blas,' and a young
Russian meidlenl student.  Into this efrcle Fried-
richs had Ntted as to the manner born. Could a
young American of wealth and cdueation, yearning
for cosmopolitan experience, have lghted upon a
mare fitting ‘uilleu’?

sppledrichs at that time had the university in
contemplation—the higher training In matters af
transcendent intelloctuallty that only the German
geholarship could gtve, which, ag he explained to me,
v only fitting keystone to the arch of a perfest

was t

education, such as he was rescived to gein, He
was then making that preliminary experiment with
varlous courses of study, and personalities aof pro-
fossors,  Cordentlich’ and Chusserordentich”  and

privat Daocents, that the freedom of German unl-
veralty mothods aliows, amd that wis also eminent-
1 started out with

Iy characteriste of Friedeichs,
him the firs: morning ai his Invitation 30 make
| o tests with him. He was Just then hovering
upon the vergo of “Assthetik, amd, accordingly, 1
wont with him to one of Von Tre Koo lectures,
¢ I8 a characteristlcally German

“Now, "Arsthe
atititoct of study. [ know of po other race that eul-
tivates 1t tn precissly the rame way, a8 goim dhing
of iteelf, T4 relates to the principles of
generial, 2nd fs about as far away from
nold of for SHHITA-
2 in particular as can

In and

that can bie al

ttion [0 anyt

negus appl
L thought of. Its devatees wil combat this, Pried-
richs A1 when 1 gave forth my Views, after aien-

Alstinguished nesthetieian, It was the
very thing, he said, that was needed for Amaricans
to leaven their intensely practical ehiarasien For
Nis part, he was going to preach the gospel of *Aes-
thetlk® (after learning that the Univemslty of Ber-

ing to the

| 1n Knew about it), and he would return to Amer

we |

'r oon Maide of Waled |
i adilleted to the use of % monocie ar
She cnreics it In her eye without |
th tortlon of her § atdd in gonjune-
tlot with her rather plgunnt of comeMuers it

jocks very hiowing and dashing, Frisoess Maude

fa 5 popular In Englsh soclety, niuch more go than
any otiwr of the ¥ e members of the Royal
family, that her example & quite extensively fol-
lowed by matrons and  unmareled
though not twmany of them succeed in uning it with=
out twistizg thele faces into unjovely contortion

young

Princess Maadi'a manocke 15 In Koopd with her
wotitwhat hovish face. ‘True, she does not rlde o
bieyele nor doer she shoot; bt ahe rides, driv 111l

shestos o perfection, amd is particularly clever in
stufling snd mounting birds and small animals, In
waodd enrving aml in the worklos of lron and copper,
She 1 a particular favorite of hor father, who ap-
precintes and admires above all others, her wit,
readiness of repartes, verve aml obile, which she has
eottainly not inrFeeitod from her mother, and which
nane of Mer relptives, save perhaps her nunt, the
Marchionees of Lorne, shares. Like the [atter, ghe
{5 dlppged to eogueterte, priges more highly her
pre-cminence on the score of charm and fascination
than of thit of her rosal rank, and does not dis-
dain to firt sometinmos Inoa mort outrageous man-
More than any other princess of the relgning
e hax she bopen showed | wnil shie has
been permitted b ywhere aml to

giay at all rorts of ¢ ! without the
shightent fusn.  Todeed, Hever wo happy as
when thus ahie o 1 ves and

@ Eeope Lo
anid milschief,
ny susceptible
#ne hag, how-

surrounidings
her strong.y develops
The Intter hns [l her to
potkt s with gramiles paselons, !
ey, dpmpened by means Ww*onarcastic
tongie aml the mieal ‘ook o her oye, especlally
when she bas the inevitable morocle sorewed nto It

AN INTERNATIONAL EPISODE.
From The Sun Franclseo Argonpul,

An UArporn’ contributor writes us from Lower
Caltfornta that he han just been down on the Gulf
Coast, where he went in a Chinese Juni commanded
by a Duteh caplin to examiae a Moxican mine far
nn English company, and that an the trip his ivish
ook drank up all the Bcotoh walnkey,

- - -

CHANGING THE NAMES OF CITIES.
From The Yellowstone (Mont )y Journal,
Thia Demoerat!e Adminietration in playing holy
hothe nomenc) of M towns nnd
elties,  Firse |t bt il up;
next Horse Plai amd is pladn
Pluins, and now Great 1 e cap F and goes
ke 0 new reputation

mils §
wabbliing along compellc u:lru mn
oo Greatfalis, I'retty scon it will be AMilecclty, we
expecy

Elrls, |

{ pital

|

L |

Cmited performance,

and prove to such scoffers as myself the valug

fen
of 1t to o nation

»It wis i few days afterward that 1 eaw Fried-
Flehs agnln. He insteted that 1 should go with

him to hedr Professor Wagner's lecture on political
There was o doctrne, he declared,
gioat theortst had -'.'nl‘r-!l. one destined
1ily 1a the fivilized world, as
4 solutlon of the diffisuities that beset modern so-
clety, 1 heard th' doctrine espounded, or as much
of It a# the drey old profeasor could get into a
single fectitre, 1 dldn't understand It very well,
and as it has not revolutionized the modern world
up to the present time, I judge 1t must have had
fd defeete: but Friedricha was for It heart and
woul, He had nlready projected a serles of articles
upon it for an Amerloan newspaper—articles which
were to win recognition for it In this country—an-
oiber one of h's methods of ‘leavening' at long
range.  But it hasa't got leavened much, and Friod-
Fletis has long aince dropped ii, as he dil *Acsthe-
tik, wfier I had drunk o number of not very
deep dratghits at that Plerlan spring,

“1f these were the nbrorbing and varied pursults
of Fricdriche’s ‘working duys,’ as he desired them
to be ealled, hla diverslons were no less varled,
and they, too, alwavs had an Numinating pur-
pose, They were lwayy ‘advanced” and always in-
teitectual, and Friedrichs always inslsted upon
viewing the arts In whlch he dellightel—whether
the drama, painting, musle or lterature—{rom a
strietly technleal point of view, though [t 2 cer-

i momey,
thut this
to make jte mark spe

Jtaln that in moat aof them he had no renl technical

point of view.

“The Berlin theatres were nt that time admirable,
The German thesires are always extremely catho-
e In thele repertory, and reach out both forward
and backward with o remarkable breadth of view,
Where elae, for inatanee, can the historleal plays
of Shakesponre be heard in thelr sequence? Nothe-
ing coull be more Improving from a Hterary polnt
of view, and Friedrichs was fally possessed of the
Gevman love for glving and Mearing 'r?-l--n' of
thinge, The rislng star of Ibsen, then not visible
above the American horlzon, was beg'nning to
rhal o ecrtaln ratiance In the German (heatres,

“OF course, Frisdeichs wos attracted by 113 glim-
mer; It was a new thing, and he was, from the mo-
ment he had heard of Ibsen and his views and
methods, an ardent Theenite. Tt was in a whisl of
wm that he attended the firet performance of
'Nora," and all hla friends the nest day had to lsten
to Friedrichs’'s rhapsody  about  ‘technique,’ ‘cons
strustion,’ eharacter Jdriwlng and everything
thiat 15 heard of from the Ibsenites nowadays,

Ly .II vl just recovered from oa sight nees, and
wias basking In the m genlality of Plrst Mohren-

entht

else

helm's nnoctona dlsecourse nf the penslon (he was
the maodl gentlemwanly  pricce | ever met), whon
IPriodeiclia binee (o, all exeltéimont He had been

with M. Bawdouin to Bergmann's clinte at the hos-
It was the thing to dp; a new sensation.
Pergmann had inst come Into popular fume, from
his connoction with the Crown Prince Friderick’'s
fi=fated throat, and bis salacguent quarrel with
tho English surgeon; and pobody woas ‘up-to-date’
who had not seen bim operate in the Univeraity How-
pital
vSo Frielrichs made vpa party for thls grewsome
amusoment L am not going to desaribe the scene,
becausy 1 didn’t see It 1 got wedged In the erowd
of tierman medical students, anl was so alarmed
ot what might !mmu-n If | were overcome nt :iile
fight of Hergmunn's carving and couldn’t get out
that I bolted before the entertalnment began, and
had to ntent mysell With Friedrichs's raptures the
A e dnepiriting aslght of ‘consemmate
in whatever dold displayed.  As he knew
no mare aboul surgery than 1 dbd, 1 could but truat
to his gpir tual insizht Into the guality of master-
shilp on which he prided himsell. 7
“EPrmlricas we, of course, one of the most ad-
vanced in his ldess about musle.

he Master's' musie, et Porsifos bhad eane 1
agalnet Tome of his vlews o another sphere of
thought, amd he coull not have enough to A0y
agninst ‘the philosoplier of “Parsital*" " *
Em.' wutumn witnezssd a Beritoz revival all over Ger-
niany
nothing would do but that we must |k
to Dresden on short notice to wtlnnnln I“l;:tl-h!#g:lpfrff
formanee there of the long-neglected *Benvenuto
Celltnl' It wae a brilllant productlon, and we en-
Joved t=Friedrichs, unreservedly, as the lutest ex-
humatlon of an almost forgotten, or at least burlel
work of genlis and Lot most be confessed, chiofly
aceoinl of the exterior belillancy of dazaling
tration, a superb stage-setting and an ani-

oare

SO0 our return wers immedintel

Pandonin for an aceount of our rx]lnrﬁ‘nmm, w

a few days lnter, we found set forth at length in the
ecolumng of the "G Blas!' with a Dreadon date, Tha
ardele was codehed In the most arden® erma of
putticanship for [forlios (of whose music M= g
donin had pever heard a noted, and of patelatie lag
entation for his fate of belng appreciated at
true merit only by Germana, (hstead of Sv
own countrymen, w ears be bad so

beset l?-l nr{l
Heh,

We ha
musle a goal deal at Payrouth the pr-'\'.\I:l.imﬂl'}r;‘! !
mer, and while Friedrichs was properly devaoted to |

vhe tollow- |

When Friedrichs heard what was golng on |

en to his musie. It ended dramatically with
lmer paragraph: the
“ ‘Pauvre Berlioz!” 1
*So there was one good result of our visit at any

rate. Friedrichs had distributed some more ‘leaven®
th's time unexpectedly in France. The achieves
ment fired him to project a letter of his own te
accomplish a similar work In New-York; but othes
. matters elalmed him, and like some other of Fried.
richs's projects, this never came to realization.”
Talbot regrets that he was recalled to A-ua
| before Friedrichs had made the complete round
the arts befors his eyes; but he was obliged to
miss hiz friend's devation to painting. He has
| heard from friends, however, that he has taken
his abode In Florence and has devoted himaelf
art eriticlsm with an astonishing persistency.
fo1l In with a dominating mind with new theories
ahout old masters, a man who had gathered
small group of disciples ahout himself, 'H:
them Friedrichs haunts the gaileries studying cans
vases by the square inch and acquiring an e
knowledge of different styles of brush ma
medin, pigments and glazes. Friedrichs, 1t |s
understood, 18 an authority on Botticelll, tho
nothing trom his pen has been seen upon that s

Ject,
His friends are awaiting the dar when Fried
shall have finlshed his self-cultivation and
return“ta his native Innd to leaven its Intellect
life, Will that day ever come? With the men
I'rledrichs's type that day seldom comes,

HIGH PRICED BSEATS.

MORE OF THE PREVAILING DISCUSSION
OF RATES AT THE THEATRES,

An artiele appeared (n these columns a few weaks
ago In regard to the prices of seats in the New-
York theatrss and the comparatively rocent advance
from 3170 to §2 in some of the lacal housss. Since
the publlieation of the article referred to there has
besn some lttie discudsion of the subject, and two
of the highest-priced theatrés have returned to thele
oider and lower rates. At ons of these it is ane
nounced that the return s temporary, and that the
nigher prices will be resumed after the run of the
1-.ri'=m-nt play, and nt the other it is sald that the
high prices were only temporary.

A man came to the box pifics of the latter theatre
a few days agn and asked the price of three of the
best seats. “S!x dollars,” the treasurer replled,
The man =ald “AR!" in rather a dejected tone, and
went away. “That's the way it goes' sald the
tressurer to a bystander; “he never will come back
1o this theatrs again,  If T told him #H 50 he would
have bought the seats, and he would have come

agnin'’

For no other purpose, apparentiy, than to refute

a reasonable prophecy, the man did come back
within threa minutes and bought the seats. He
had merely gone outside the dnor to eonsult somes
body whom he had left thers, fjut, as the professor
of chem!stry would say, ““though the experiment hag
falled, the principle remalins the same."’

The principie was better \lluktrated once when
John Hare was playing In Scotland. As he had to
pay the travelling expenses af a large company and
the cost of moving n good deal of heavy BCenery,
the reguiar prices of the theatre wore raised a little,
though they were stiil far below London pricea. A
{lent Sentchman came to the door of the pit
:vnh his wifs and learned of the advince in prices
voth smoazement and disgust He turned away and
conslderid the subject, and in the end sent his wife
se and went to the play nlone. That s the way
1t roally works, thaugh the special example may be
rather n flagrant one. People of modemte means,
who nre the real support of the theatres, do not
buy £ maay tickets at a high price as they do at
a 1w priee, except In epeclal cases, They may Eo
to see a play once, but they do not RO twice, and
they do not take so many of their female relatives
with th

Tho s}
graph are

prov

hon

orlal cases referred to in the last parse
those of especially fine or famous of
costly attractions, For instance, the regular price
of orchesira stalls at the Metropolitan Opera
Houso ia §, but for a fow of the recent perform=
ences of *The Huguenots” and “Carmen’ It was
$5. “Now that ls rohbery.” sald an opera-goer the
when he made the discovery. Wall,
ry? A performance in which Mme
Melbe and Jean end Edouard de

other dey,
why i2 It robius

Calveé, Mme,
Fireske appear s nop glven without a wvery coll=
glderabla  expenss,  an  expernae, indeed, coOn«

slderably In exeesa of the usual oie for a pers
formance at the Metropolitan, Moreover, experis
swet that it s easier to fill the Metros
nge on such a night as this at
nan it i3 on an ordinary n'ght
at rogular prices. It might be Christian charity
for the managera to gell at § seats the demand for
which they are unable to supply at §7, but It
would not be human RAture. There Is a little of
the element of the auction wbout it. Suppose, for
example, that there are 1,54 seats placed at §1
cach, Suppose that there are 2,000 people in the
¢ity who are good, honest, arristlc musie-lovers
who cannot afford 37 each, but eould afford 85 each.
I othar words, they ara willing to bld up to $&
ut there are 1,60 other peraons who are willing to

,av, or, In other words, 1o bid, 3%

”i't :m:::l further be remembered that even ol
theas terrible saven-dollar nights a preuty good seat
{n ancther part of tho housa can be had for 83, and
fhat the opera can be heard for $. 'I'!mse are the
gpportuntties that should be embraced by the good,
honest, artistle music-lovers, and so, Indeed, they
are, The complaints do not really come from
thiem, for the most part. Tie people to whom fine
musle {8 as the breath of their nostriis chiefly
abound in the baleony amd the family ecircle of
the opera house. It always has been 8o, and ats
tentfon has been called to the fact in the publie
prints sometbing like ten thousand times, at &

rourh estimate

The real hardship of the high prices is due to &
pecullar sort of vanity, migplaced and siily, among
theatre and opera goers, which causes iis vietims
to prefer high-priced seats because they are highe
prived, This vanity affiicts men more than women,
On the evening of a recent holiday the manages
of a popular theaire showed the writer his boXe
office statements for the afrernoon and evening.
toth showed huge receipts, “You see” he sald,
“the matinee was a lttle larger than the evening.
That was because of the greater number of ads
misaions sold, Women are more wiling to
up to see a play than men’

Agaln, this vanity {= of three degrees. The first
aml mildest degree affl'cts only men, The vietim
of this degroe s will'ng to sit or stand in almost
any part of the house himself, but he will not ask
his wife or hix sweetheart, more espetialiy his
sweetheart, to sit anywhere but in the best
In many cases, perhaps In most, the sweetheart
herself knows what nonsense [t is, and would
glsdly go to a cheager part af the heuse. but she
18 secure from ever being asked, The victims of
the second degree are those ;raruoninmeﬂ or woms
en, who da ot want to be seen sitdng in any but
the best seats, This degree s the most wldurrﬂ.d
of the ithree, The third s a seall but clearly
marked desres. 1t consists of thele who are bound
1o have the highest-priced seats DO matter whera
they are. It was depgnlence of s dl‘ll'_et that
made the manages of the Madyon uare Theatre
ask §2 each for one row of sea® In his balcony, at
& time when the regular price of good seats in all
houses was 31 60 The law of Averages assured him
that enoneh members of the third degree would
be on hand every night to pake this policy pay.

My-the-way, It proved tmt the man who sal
thut $7 for an opera seat Was robbery had gone
to the opera on one of tiess special nights, and
had taken his cousin ond free pass, allowing her
10 belleve that he had patl for the tickets. It was
not 1)l afterward that bt discovered the price was
#, and his wrath was oen due to the fact that he
had not known It in gme to convince his cousin
that he was spending 44 Instead of $10. This atyle
of vanity I8 as vet undassified,

What has been saldof the §7 opera nights applies
squnlly to special oeavlons which oceur at the
theatres, such as thefngiZements of great and pon-
wiar stars and the production of unusually costly
goenfe displaye. Thee 1hlnﬁ: are exceptional, how=
ever, and thera awing 1o no Indication that In
general the theated have gained angthlu hy the
advance in price It s certaln that many
thoss who are mat closely Interested are sceptica
about I, to say the east. Yet there ls one w
more that onght to be said on the side of the maa~
agers before thi glie of the case {8 ¢l

ince the puiication of the article referred to
fn the first pa#granh of thie one, The Tribune has
printed a leg®r from a correspondent who says
that New-Yok people pay more for thelr amusa-
ments than (he peonle of any other elty in the
world, and pat forelgn stars come here feellng se-
oure of ma "ﬁ in a_short time a8 much moneéy ne
they onyl Make at home In a long time. The %ug
l of thesa o pronositions may or may not o=
| tirely and aecurately true, but there is doubtl
truth In £ A% far as It is true, It Is the raalnkﬁ
the :\'..“51 ork people themselves, they
buy the heaper seats, instend of insisting on hav|
the mos exnensive ones, whatever the price, or
they wald Judge of plays more by what Is in them
ed by the prices that thelr managers set nrn
them, there would qulekly be a reduction of ra
As tothe statement that forelgn actors are sure
maki® =udden and large fortunes here,
| be ;mtm-ed llh;; many tc;nl.u ant. y

o0 re, and ve pane home agaln poorer
| u;?'nhnnt the amount of their qxpmg:gto say
1'“ f thelr loss of time.
hen extra prices are charged for forel
tpetions the extra cost of brineing them here
| a0 be remembered, Tt s likely that the corre=
| znn-lm: of The Tribuns has littie notlon of what It
| st to convev fifty naraons, the moat of wh

ra aeenstomed to comfortable quarters and
'lvimr. together with a few tons of scenery,

ondon to San Franclseo and bhack in.

This much has been sald to show :ﬂr high p
are sometimes charged. It must not be In
Into an avproval of high prieos at the theatres
grneral. Somas proofs tha III:

these are unw
digadvantageota, both 1o the managers 1
g::htlc. will bo ntunilpud ina
lloved, however, that the t \
und . In the baxe
R

ence has she
politan Opern Ho
advanced prices t

=2
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